Focusing on…Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making
Students use critical thinking skills to plan and conduct research, manage projects, solve problems, and make informed decisions using appropriate digital tools and resources. Students:
a. identify and define authentic problems and significant questions for investigation.
b. plan and manage activities to develop a solution or complete a project.
c. collect and analyze data to identify solutions and/or make informed decisions.
d. use multiple processes and diverse perspectives to explore alternative solutions.
Tasks
1. Review GADOE Draft Scope and Sequence document and specifically review the indicators for the Critical Thinking Strand.
a. Identify the grade specific indicators pertaining to your grade level (High School Teachers should use 8th grade)
b. Provide feedback via this survey:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/ScopeSequenceFeedback
c. With two or three elbow partners, brainstorm a list of 5 activities for the classroom that your students could do to practice their Critical Thinking standards.
i. These should be short statements, not complete details of the lesson.
2. What does it look like in ACTION?
a. Review GADOE Performance Tasks for your grade level at 
https://www.georgiastandards.org/standards/Pages/NETS-S-Performance-Tasks.aspx 
b. Identify one task which is connected to this standard.
3. Planning for next steps
c. How can you adapt this task to fit your classroom?
4. Review a minimum of three resources to support Critical Thinking, Problem Solving and Decision Making
d. www.exploratree.org.uk (FREE!)
e. http://philosophy.hku.hk/think/ OpenCourseWare on Critical Thinking
f. www.readwritethink.org Check out Classroom Resources
g. http://www.microsoft.com/education/teachers/guides/critical_thinking.aspx Microsoft’s Critical Thinking Tools for Education
h. http://www.big6.com/ The Big 6 (Research Skills)
i. http://www.p21.org/route21/index.php?option=com_jlibrary&view=browse&category=27&Itemid=179 Route 21 Resources for Critical Thinking and Problem Solving
j. http://coachingheat.wikispaces.com/Inspiring+Tools Inspiring Tools
5. Write a brief (5 sentence max) description of an activity for your classroom to extend experiences with critical thinking, decision making and problem solving. 
